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               RG PTECH Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
Date 08/25/2022, 3:00 pm via Teams


Members Present:  Dr. Souraya Hajjar, Ms. Helga Carrion, Dean Tonie Badillo, Mr. Robert Forti, Ms. Isabel White, Mr. Tony Ayub, Ms. Carol Mendoza, Ms. Pat Duran, Ms. Ruby Castaneda, Mr. Rene Chavez, Ms. Veronica Booth, Ms. Argelia Juarez, Ms. Yong Vega, Ms. Michele Gracia, Mr. Jason Long
I. Welcome/Introduction
· Dr. Hajjar welcomed committee members.
II. Review of Minutes

· Committee members reviewed the draft of minutes from meeting held on 4/28/2022.  
· Ms. Pat Duran made the motion to approve the minutes, as recorded, and Mr. Rene Chavez seconded the motion.
III. Dr. Hajjar EPCC/PTECH Update
· Dr. Hajjar reminded members that EPCC funds for the PTECHs will be available starting September 1st.  A Fund number was requested for Irvin PTECH for supplies and promotional materials.

· New committee members were introduced and welcomed; Ms. Ruby Castaneda from Mountain View, Mr. Maldonado from Jefferson, Mr. Francisco Huizar and Ms. Michele Gracia from Irvin.
· Dr. Hajjar encouraged the PTECH program coordinators to schedule tours of the new Health building at Rio Grande campus.  Ms. Carrion should be contacted to make arrangements.  
IV. District Update

· Mr. Jason Long provided updates for EPISD district. 
· New PTECH Lead teachers will be starting this year on all PTECH campuses.  They will be assisting with multiple duties and administrative tasks to support the Assistant Principals.  Most campuses already have someone to fill these positions.
· A designation application workshop will be available soon.
· Biweekly meetings with the PTECH staff will be resumed.
· A Director for PTECH and Early College, who will serve as the district contact, is being recruited.  This person will be working under Mr. Long.  A Coordinator to work with the Director will be hired, as well.
· All nine EPISD PTECH programs were approved by their Board of Directors.
· Dean Badillo requested an updated spreadsheet with the District PTECH data.
V. PTECH Program Updates
· Mountain View:

-Ms. Ruby Castaneda reported that they had a White Coat Ceremony for the incoming PTECH cohort.
-A one-week Summer Bridge program and a Parent meeting were held and were very well attended.
-PTECH students will be attending EPCC’s Back to School Bash.

-Mr. Chavez reported that a new EPCC Counselor for Mountain View will start on September 1st.
-Ms. Castaneda asked Dr. Hajjar if students from their Dental program can participate in a tour of the RG campus.  Dr. Hajjar responded that Health and Science program students may also attend, however, she requested that due to the complexity of the tours, EPCC be given ample time to make arrangements.
-Mr. Tony Ayub also requested that the PTECH programs allow for adequate time in order to tour all the different areas of the new building at RG.
· Jefferson:

-Ms. White reported that Mr. Maldonado has joined the Jefferson PTECH team as a Teacher Leader.

- They have had some attrition from their 1st cohort.  They have approximately 30 students left in this group. However, they have approximately 100 students in the new cohort and there are some additional students wanting to join the program.
-Summer Bridge was held and was successful.
-They have not had an Orientation yet for incoming freshmen.  Ms. Argelia Juarez is their EPCC Counselor, and Ms. White will meet with her in the coming week to schedule the Orientation session.

· Franklin:
-Ms. Mendoza reported that they also have a new PTECH Coordinator, Ms. Lilia Buckert, and a new Counselor, Joshua Shield, who has replaced Ms. Pizana.
-Franklin had some attrition from their 1st cohort, decreasing from 106 to 100 students.  They currently have 111 students for their new cohort.

-An Orientation for incoming freshmen has not been completed, however, Ms. Pat Duran, their EPCC Counselor, will be contacted to schedule the orientation in September.
· Irvin:

-Ms. Michele Gracia is the new PTECH Counselor for the program.  This is their 1st year of implementation of the PTECH program.
-They currently have 90 students in this 1st cohort.

-They had a Summer Bridge program which is successful.

-They continue to work with students to get them TSI ready.

-Ms. Pat Duran is the EPCC Counselor for Irvin’s PTECH program.  She offered to do the Orientation for the new cohort.
VI. Counselor Updates

· Mr. Rene Chavez reminded members that the College Readiness Standards have been extended for academic year 2022-2023.  Programs can use exemptions to enroll those students that may not have passed TSI 2.
· EPCC Counseling department will be sending invitations to PTECH partners for the Counseling Institute to be held September 16th at the EPCC ASC building.  Committee members are welcome to share the invitation with others from their programs.
· EPCC continues to work on processing registrations for this year.
· SACSCOC will be visiting EPCC during September 12-15.  They will be visiting 5 high schools, however, none of the present PTECH schools are included in the visits.
VII. Other
· Dean Badillo informed committee members that she will be holding a Principal’s Meeting which is limited to the person responsible for the Early College of the PTECH program.
· She reported, however, that there will be a Leadership Council meeting scheduled for October and more PTECH staff will be invited to this meeting.
· Ms. Pat Duran requested clarification regarding the petitions process for PTECH students.  Mr. Chavez and Dean Badillo provided information requested.  Mr. Chavez added that the Petitions form is found in the EPCC Dual Credit website.
· Dean Badillo provided information regarding opportunities for a Mentoring program and a paid summer internship program that PTECH students may want to take advantage of.  Information was provided by Dr. Adriana Perez.  Ms. Carrion to provide links to announcements.
VIII. Next Meeting
· Committee members agreed to schedule the next meeting on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 3 pm.  Ms. Carrion will send out a Teams invitation.
 VI.        Meeting Adjourned at 4:14pm
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